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Communities where everyone 
has access to clean water, 
good sanitation  and a healthy environment”

“

             Clear  Cambodia  is  a  local  Christian  non- governmental  organization that was formerly the 
water filter program within Hagar Cambodia. They have been implementing the household 
BioSand  Filter  (hhBSF)  technology  since  1999  and  have  gained  the  respect of communities 
and government leaders by improving water, sanitation, and hygiene in Cambodia.           

Who: 

What: 
             The mission of the 
organization is to help the rural 
Cambodian people in collaborating 
with community leaders and local 
authorities to sustainably improve 
their health through increased 
access to safe and clean water, 
sanitation facilities, and to a 
healthy environment.
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             Clear Cambodia operates through   the 
direct involvement of the community  members 
that are placed at the center of our process.  They 
get the proper support and knowledge while being 
given the   tools to create sustainable  change. 
From there, the community can improve 
sanitation and hygiene. Based  on this, 
sustainable  change can be created among  the 
community.  The actions taken by Clear Cambodia     
in  targeted  areas  have  provided healthier  living       
environments   for   communities.   This has  been        
possible  thanks   to  the   increase   of   improved     
access   to safe  and  clean water, sanitation,   and        

the learnings of hygienic   behaviours. 

             Clear Cambodia develops a very hands-on approach involving working directly     with  
community members. Clear Cambodia transfers all neccesary capacities, provides quality and        
affordable    products  and  services.  The  NGO  also  monitors  and creates  a  strong   network

                                                                                        
             

involving partners and local authorities. 

How: 
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Core Values 

496 School/ Community BioSand Filters

600 Handwashing Stations

72 School Latrines

43 Trash Incinerators

270,519 Students are trained 

for communities and schools.

219,081 Household BioSand Filters

14,653 Household Latrines

306 Wells

97,772 Washing tools    

327,700   attendees in WASH training

for households

Start from 1999 to 2017,
Clear Cambodia have provided:

Transparency: 
We implement our work 
with clarity, accuracy, 
and transparency. 

Love:
We treat all the people 
we work with as we 
would like to be treated 
ourselves.

Integrity: 
We are fully accountable to 
our stakeholders, always 
ensuring that our actions 
match our words.

Servanthood: 
Putting others first is our 
strength and the source 
of our success.

Commitment: 
We carry out our work 
joyfully using all our 
strength, mind and 
heart in order to help 
others.



Kampong Thom 

32,141

Kratie 

9,459Pursat

12,888

Kandal 

130

Svay Rieng 

41,194

Prey Veng 

36,700

Kampong Chhnang 

24,738

Takeo 

130

Kampong Speu

2,874

Battambang 

22,827

Siem Reap 

200

Stung Treng

100

Tboung Khmum 

18,176

Kompong Cham 

13,272

 Kampot
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Organizational chart 
Clear Cambodia is active in 7 provinces and employes 92 staff in order to guarantee 
the success of our programs. The organization is providing more than 219,081
hhBSFs and changing life of thousands of families in rural areas.

Board of Director

Executive Director

  School WASH
Program  
Manager

Human
Resource
Manager

Finance
Manager

School
Sanitation and
Hygiene Team

Finance
Team

Administration
Team

Operations Manager
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Board of Director

Executive Director

Funding Manager

Water Filter
Program
Manager

Monitoring
and Evaluation

  Manager

Water Partnership 
Service 

Kampong
Speu Team

Provincial
Project Managers

 (6 teams)

Operations Manager

Manager 
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Letter from
the Chairman
Clear Cambodia remains committed to bringing clean water to Cambodian families. It is one of the most 

basic needs, yet it remains a struggle for most Cambodian households, especially outside of the major 

population centers. 

While 2017 wasn’t without its challenges, we have had a successful year. Our ability to secure funding 

from additional resources this year catapulted us beyond our initial goals. Not only does this safeguard 

our ability to bring clean water to rural Cambodia, but it allows us to expand our reach into more 

communities than before. In addition, our use of new technology has helped to diversify our beneficiaries 

of clean water.  

I take pride in our success this year and look forward to the years ahead. Our staff and the Board remain 

committed to ensuring that more households and schools have access to clean water. 

Suzanne Scott 

Acting Chairman of Clear Cambodia
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Letter from the
Executive Director

For nearly half of Cambodians, access to clean water is a great obstacle in the path to a healthy life. With 

a changing global climate that may threaten our world’s resources, bridging the gap in access to safe 

water is integral to our work now more than ever. 

Since  the founding  of  Clear  Cambodia,  we  have used  innovative  technology  and  education  to 

promote the development of sustainable water systems. As an organization, we have expanded our work 

to transform water, sanitation, and hygiene in communities, schools, and households. 

In 2017, our efforts helped over 110,000 people across 6 provinces gain access to clean water. These 

beneficiaries were supported by the installation of 22,385  household BioSand filters, 137 community  

BioSand  filters   with   136 handwashing  stations,  30  school latrines  and  31 incinerators. Many schools  were  

supplemented  with  our  school Water,  Sanitation,  and  Hygiene  curriculum  which ensures  that  youth  

employ  life-long  practice  of  these  concepts.  Our  92  full-time  staff  have worked tirelessly to ensure 

the continued success of our projects across rural Cambodia.  

The  following  pages  of  this  year’s  annual  report  outline  the  impact  of  our  work  on  the  lives  of 

families in our target communities. These achievements could not have taken place without the 

generous   support  of  donors,   collaboration  with   government  officials,   leadership  of   local 

authorities, and commitment of staff.  

Water is an essential human need and it is a resource that has always been at the core of our work since 

our organization was founded. As we reflect on the success of 2017 in securing this necessity, we hope 

to move forward towards a Cambodia with clean water for all.

Yim Viriya

Executive Director of Clear Cambodia
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Highlights
More than 1.19 million people  benefited 

from Clear Cambodia’s knowledge  
and technology since 1999:

Water Filter Program:

School Project:

219,081 homes are benefited 

from hhBSF which can supply 

25 to 35 liters of clean portable 

water per hour.

496 School have received 

clean portable water from 2.50
to 3      liters per minute from 

Clear provided

WASH: Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

Clear Cambodia aims at transforming water quality, sanitation and health in target 

communities by making appropriate technology and education accessible to all. 

600 Handwashing Station 72 School Latrines 43 

306
from well dug

14,653 homes are benefited 

from using their home latrine 

by only spend 50% 

contribution of its cost.

97,772 homes fabricated their 

hand washing tool from the 

affordable tapes provided by

Clear Cambodia 

School BioSand Filter
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CLEAR CAMBODIA

Our mission statement is implemented through 3 projects:

43 Trash Incinerators
270,519 Students and teachers are trained about 

3 Key WASH Messages (Good Hygiene, 

Sanitation and Clean Water)

306 families are benefited 

from well dug

 

327,700 are benefited from 

WASH training for 

household.

85.6% is the amount of users 

that have experienced a 

reduction of diarrhea in 

children under 5.

1,344,504 of 

hhBSF users 

received our 

monitoring visit.

Household Water Filter program

School WASH Program

Water Partnership Service
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In rural areas, access to clean water, adequate sanitation and hygiene facilities makes the difference

between  healthy  lives  and  lives  burdened  by  disease  and poverty.  Today,   nearly  half  of the 

Cambodian population does not have access to safe water and basic sanitation. This leads to dramatic 

consequences  and  has  direct  impact  on  infant  death. Today,  the  second  leading  death  under 5 is 

diarrhea. 

In order to change this, Clear Cambodia is providing households with sustainable technology and 

knowledge shared by our full-time staff on ground:

Household Water 
Filter Program
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Clear Cambodia implements  BioSand  Filters technology  to bring clean water to families of  

rural areas.
 

In addition, handwashing tools and latrines create safe and clean environments for their users. 

These efforts, in tandem with health and  hygiene training, improve the lives and health 

of rural Cambodians now and into the future.  



What is a BioSand Filter?
             A unique Canadian technology to save and improve lives all over the developing world. Inside 

this concrete shell are organic components that work together using simple and natural processes to 

turn bacteria filled water into safe drinkable water. 

Water is poured at the top 

to the diffuser basin. This 

basin is an important part 

of the filter as it slows down 

the rate at which the water 

falls into the sand column 

below where the filtration 

begins. 

  

There are 4 filtration 

processes which occur in 

combination. Together they 

remove organic material, 

worms, bacteria, protozoa 

and viruses.

BioSand Filter 
for Household 
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Mechanical trapping: As the 

water flows down organisms get 

trapped in the fine sand. 

Adsorption: The fine grains of 

sand also carry a static charge 

that causes some organisms to 

stick to the sand.

Natural death: As the water 

travels down through the sand, 

there is very little light or food and 

so disease causing contaminants 

naturally dies off because they 

don’t receive the nourishment 

they need to survive.

When combined with health, hygiene and sanitation education, these filters are saving and 

improving thousands of life. 

   More than 90% of fecal coliform 

   100% of protozoa and helminths

   50-90% of organic and inorganic 

   toxicants

   Up to 67% of iron and manganese 

   Most suspended sediments

22,385 Household BioSand Filters 

were built and installed

 in 692 villages in
 

6
 

provinces.

  The BioSand Filter  removes:

Gravel 1x2
(5cm)

Coarse Sand
(5cm)

Biological Layer
(5cm)

Free Space
(5cm)

Diffuser Plate
and Lid 
(26cm)

Fine Sand
(49cm)

Spout

Riser Pipe

Biological layer: The top 2cm of 
sand catches organic material 
and organisms which built up 
overtime. Once caught they 
develop into an intensely active 
complex food chain that digests 
the disease causing parasites 
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             Each household that 
receives a filter must also 
provide a handwashing 
station for their home. They 
are encouraged to buy/find 
a covered bucket that can 
be used for this. Clear Staff 
members have taps that 
can be installed into the 
buckets to provide a proper 
handwashing station. Every 
time a Biosand Filter is 
installed, Clear Cambodia 
staff also provide soap.
This ensures a better 
chance of decreasing 
diarrheal disease in the 
family.

Latrines
      

      

       

        

       

      

Latrines  stations are a necessary add-on to guaranty 

hygiene in the communit y. 

In

 

most

 

places

 

in

 

Cambodia

 

the

 

water

 

table is

 

very 

high

 

and

 

so

 

latrines

 

must

 

be

 

placed

 

above

 

ground using 
concrete rings.

Handwashing
tool

In addition to getting filters, good filter user households 
are motivated to get latrines through small financial 
contribution of the filter construction cost. Users are 
expected to be responsible in construction of latrine 
shelters by their owns with 50% subsidy for under-
ground material cost. This creating a better environ-
ment of knowledge sharing for the future.
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Clear Cambodia provides community members who would like to build latrines with information about 

how to build then  (build far from any wells, build  walls  around  the  latrine, ensure it is high enough 

above the water table), concrete rings to raise the latrine above the ground, and designs for the  walls. 

Villagers must then construct the latrines on their own with the materials support by our teams.

are benefited from 
household BioSand Filter 
which can 
supply 25 to 35 liters of 
clean portable water 
per hour.

are benefited to 10,394 
people to using their 
home latrine by only 
spend 50% 
contribution of its cost.

22,385
homes

2,070
homes

13,898
fabricated their hand 
washing tool from the 
affordable tapes provided 
by Clear Cambodia

are benefited from 
WASH training for 
household.

17,774
homes

of household BioSand Filter
 users 
received our 
monitoring visit

110,326
homes

CLEAR CAMBODIA ANNUAL REPORT 2017 |16



17|CLEAR CAMBODIA ANNUAL REPORT 2017

              In  Cambodia,  nearly  50%  of  schools  do  not  have  a  water  supply  and  30%  are without

 

a

 

toilet.

 Research  shows  that  lack   of    access    to    these     facilities      promotes       absenteeism        and school dropout,

especially among girls. 

School is central in educating our children and it is a duty for Clear Cambodia to enter this space to 

share knowledge about hygiene and create awareness from the youngest age. By doing so, the 

organization hopes  to  create  the  platform  that will  guarantee the future generations grow up in an 

environment where clean water, sanitation and hygiene are a given. 

Children are often eager to learn and willing to absorb new ideas. New hygiene behavior learned at 

school can lead to life-long positive habits. Teachers can function as role models .

Clear Cambodia’s vision for our children is simple: School children will receive knowledge to improve 

their health and sanitation practices and access to clean water.

Through the provision of clean water and appropriate education on health and sanitation, health status 

of children in target schools will be improved. 

School WASH Program



What do we do 
in schools?

             Clear Cambodia installs the 
community filters and hand-washing 
stations at the target schools and 
provides sanitation materials like 
soaps, towels, and buckets to those 
schools. 
We also work with school principals, 
leaders of school clusters and school 
teachers by conducting workshop on 
health and sanitation focusing the 3 
main topics, such as hand washing, 
clean-water access and hygienic 
latrine usage.
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School principals and teachers 
are initially trained on the 
appropriate use of the filter and 
the importance of maintenance.

At least one teacher is trained 
specifically and assumes the 
role of trouble-shooter, for filter 
maintenance in their respective 
school.

After filter installation, Clear 
Cambodia holds community 
health education trainings at all 
operational schools.

Follow Up:

Project evaluation and technical 
assessments are continually 
conducted and have consistently 
provided positive results.

Additionally, follow-up meetings 
are conducted, ensuring that 
filter usage adheres to operating 
requirements.

The project's implementation is 
revised based on evaluation 
recommendations
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137 Schools    have 
received safe and clean 
water from 2.50 to 
3  liters per minute from 
School  BioSand  Filter 
Clear provided

136 Handwashing 
Stations

30 
School 
Latrines

31
Trash
Incinerators

65,690 Students    are  
trained   about   3     Key 
WASH Messages (Good  
Hygiene,  Sanitation  and  
Clean Water)
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              Besides  its  funded work,

 

Clear

 Cambodia  is  also  a  social enterprise

 

selling

 BioSand Filter  technology dissemination,

 marketing  products  and services

 

provision

 in  order  to  generate income

 

that

 

will

 

later

 be used  to  support any

 

new

 

initiative.

 Along  the  additional income,

 

those

 water  services  allow  Clear Cambodia

 to  broad  its  impact  in  the Kingdom. 

Objectives:

Water Partnership Service

1

2

3

Increased demand of household 

BioSand Filter, school BioSand    

Filter and other water purification  

systems among NGOs, institutions

Improved
 
quality

 
of

 
filter

 
media 

for
 

household
 
BioSand Filter and

  

school BioSand Filter
 

through
 

regular

 

quality check  up   and

Improved marketing activities, 

including enterprise development, 

new product development and 

services provision.

 and projects.

monitoring.
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 Partnership Service
1
Those services consist of 2 categories:

The Self-manufacturing products:

Household 
BioSand Filter 
(concrete filter)

School
BioSand Filter

Sand Media for
BioSand Filter

Stainless Steel 
BioSand Filter
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2
Sawyer Filter 
(Sawyer Point 

One Water Filter 
with Bucket)

NUFiltration (Complete Water Purification plant TYPE 
NUF-500 (or else) without hand pump for evaluation 

purposes and ancillary built-in equipment)

The imported products

NUFiltration

Sawyer Filter

Sawyer  made it  as  simple  as  it  gets. 

Families are able to assemble  and 

adapt their filter in literally minutes to 

locally found containers. The kit 

includes everything you need to attach 

the filter to any plastic bucket or 

container.
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School - Sawyer Filter 
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Spending by
funding source

Income by
funding source

Spending by Cost Chapter

Financials

Perso
nnel expenses

Household BioSand filt
ers

Community 
BioSand filt

ers

Ministr
y p

roject a
nd general

Well a
nd latrin

e co
nstru

ctio
n co

sts

Professi
onal fe

es

Transporta
tion co

sts

Offic
e ru

nning co
sts

Non-expendable ite
ms

$800,000

$600,000

$400,000

$200,000

$

$6
33

.1
13

$6
01

,3
86

$2
31

,4
24

$135,089

$7,500

Water Partnership
  Service Project,

$137,878
Major capital
expenditure

$12,000

Neverthirst Inc,
$151,950

Beneficiaries
Contribution

$126,543

Other Donors
$138,815

Charity Water,
$1,694,354

Water Partnership

$132,778
Beneficiaries
Contribution
$192,864

Other Income,
$11,450
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Charity Water,
$1,948,249

Service Project

$6
64

,0
65

$145,670$3
95

,0
45

$32,972
$48,389



Looking at
the future

Objectives 
for 2018

21600
Household
BioSand Filters

38
School 
Latrines

38
Trash

Incinerators

2100 
Household 
Latrines

113
School 

BioSand Filters

113
Hand washing 
Stations
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CLEAR CAMBODIA

Cambodia continues to struggle with access to safe drinking water and improved sanitation, 
particularly in comparison to other countries in the same region. In 2010, 47% of rural areas 
lacked access to safe drinking water and 56% of the population practiced open defecation 
(Cambodia Demographic Health Survey). 

The Royal Government of Cambodia’s National Strategic Development Plan aims for 60% of 
the rural population to have access to improved drinking water and sanitation by 2018. Clear 
Cambodia aims to continue to be a leading organization in the provision of sustainable water 
and hygiene solutions to rural communities.

 We will continue to install more hardware, such as BSFs and latrines, in our target 
communities. However, hardware is not enough to improve the health of these communities. 
Clear Cambodia recognizes the software necessary to make substantial change in each 
community. We will continue to implement measures of Community-led Total Sanitation through 
active participation in the installation of BSFs and latrines. We will also continue to practice 
Behavior Change Communication when teaching WASH curriculum in school communities. 

Technology and innovation will continue to be at the center of our monitoring system. Doing so 
requires an innovative, diligent, and professional team. Thus, staff capacity development will 
continue to be a priority so that our staff may adapt to new measures that we may implement. 
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For the past 17 years, Clear Cambodia has been dedicated to transforming water quality, sanitation, 

and health in rural Cambodian communities. Undoubtedly, the strides we have made in these 

sectors would not have taken place without the assistance of our donors.

Clear Cambodia would like to thank our generous donors for their continued support of our work. 

They have demonstrated a deep commitment to improving the lives of Cambodian  in our target 

communities. Thanks to their contributions, we are able to eliminate rural families’ everyday obstacle 

of accessing safe drinking water. Through our establishment of appropriate technology and 

education, we can build the foundation from which families can continue to thrive independently. 

It is with deep humility that we express gratitude for our donors and it is our hope that we may 

continue to help Cambodian achieve their right to access clean water . 

Clear Cambodia’s achievements are made possible through the generous contributions and 

ongoing commitment of many.

We extend our wholehearted thanks to the following grants, donors, trusts, foundations, businesses, 

governments, community groups and schools.

We also thank our many supporters who wish to remain anonymous and those individual donors and 

volunteers who generously support Clear Cambodia’s work in the community.

Your support is crucial to the work we do and we sincerely THANK YOU.

Acknowledgement
and thanks
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How you can help?
Our ability to increasing access to improved water, sanitation, and 
hygiene services in Cambodia is dependent on the generosity of our 
supporters.

There are many ways you can offer your support:
 Make a donation at www.clearcambodia.org
 
         

For more information about any donations, please contact our donor 
support team at: 

info@clearcambodia.org

visit:

or come to our main office:
House #86, Street 608, Sangkat Boeng Kak 2, Khan Toul Kork, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Telephone:
(855) 23 880 164
(855) 23 884 549

Contact

www.clearcambodia.org

ANNUAL REPORT 2017 |30CLEAR CAMBODIA




	Cover
	After Cover
	P. 1-2
	P. 3-4
	P. 5-6
	P. 7-8
	P. 9-10
	P. 11-12
	P. 13-14
	P. 15-16
	P. 17-18
	P. 19-20
	P. 21-22
	P. 23-24
	P. 25-26
	P. 27-28
	P. 29-30
	P.31

